
 

The Work of the Lord 
in Nicaragua 

Tony and Danelle Flett  
Assembly work in Nicaragua started just about 
20 years ago, and we are very grateful for each 
of the 12 testimonies established during the 
years when it was known as the most peaceful 
country in Central America.   It has been just 
over a year since the political situation changed 
drastically with increased conflict, violence and 
government control over all areas of life, which 
in turn has forced changes in the work, as well. 
With security being a concern we have focused 
most of our attention closer to home, reinforc-
ing doctrinal truths to better equip local 
brethren to carry on in the future. It is very en-
couraging to see them taking on more of the 
teaching responsibility and developing their 
gifts. Over the last year assemblies around the 
country have seen a growing interest amongst 
teens and young adults, and so we are trying 
new ways of taking advantage of this opportu-
nity.   The camp facility is proving to be a great 
blessing in this part of the work as it gives us a 
place to get younger people together  and  fo-
cus  on  teaching   them  and developing youth 


leadership. God has blessed in salvation, and it 
is great to see many going on for the Lord. The 
worsening economic situation in the country is 
spreading to affect all levels of society, and the 
ability of the Christians to meet the basic needs 
of their families will become more complicated. 
We are very grateful to see how the believers 
care for each other and their willingness to help 
as they are able.


A number of Gospel efforts are planned in the 
next few months.   The Dolores and Jinotepe 
assemblies are joining for meetings to begin on 
the 15th of July. We value prayer for this effort 
and trust that there will be much blessing at this 
time. An opportunity has opened in the city of 
Sébaco in the central part of the country, and 
we trust we will be able to share the gospel 
there in the coming months. Please pray with 
us that we may continue to have the liberty to 
preach the gospel in this country and to meet 
without any opposition from the authorities. 


On the family level, Amy and Brenda have 
moved back to Marysville, WA, to continue their 
education and seek employment, while Craig is 
attending university here in Nicaragua. The Lord 
has been good to our family and blessed in 
many ways, and it is good to see each going on 
with a desire to be obedient to the word of 
God.
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of magazines required, under review. Those 
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ly. If a tax-deductible receipt is desired for 
Canadian residents, for fellowship sent to 
either the LORD’S SERVANTS or HORIZONS, 
please make cheque out to: Gospel Perpetuat-
ing Foundation. 

GOSPEL PERPETUATING FOUNDATION 
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2025 West 42nd  Avenue, # 380 
Vancouver,B.C.,Canada,V6M2B5 

Phone (604) 266-5677 Fax: (604) 266-4359               
E-mail: gpf@gpfcanada.org                     

www.gpfcanada.org 
____________________________________ 

Editorial Note: 
Many brethren and sisters from assem-
blies in Venezuela have gone to other 
countries such as Columbia, Peru 
Ecuador, and Chile in search of a better 
life for themselves and their families. It 
reminds us of what took place in Acts 8: 
4  "they that were scattered abroad went 
everywhere preaching the word.”

We need to join together in prayer that 
the Lord might restore peace, liberty, 
food, and the availability of medical 
treatment to Venezuela, and that the 
Gospel might continue to reach souls for 
Christ.   


_________ 
   Please Note: 
                      SUBSCRIPTIONS  

Please amend the number of copies & 
address changes by contacting us at: 
tsamhorizons@shaw.ca  

Last issue many bundles were returned       
because we were not notified of changes. 
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Editorial
Update on Visits to Puerto Vallarta 

In December of 2017, Omar Lozada (Venezuela) 
and I were invited to help the assembly in 
Coapinole, Puerto Vallarta, Mexico.  This first 
visit, in 2017  lasted a month.  The second visit 
a year later starting in October of 2018 also 
lasted  for  a  month  and  Omar stayed on until 


Gospel meeting in a home, Puerto Vallarta 

July of 2019. Our brother Omar carried the bulk 
of the burden of the work during this period. I 
had the privilege to assist him on three sepa-
rate occasions. On all visits, we saw the hand 
of the Lord with us in the salvation of souls, and 
the restoration of saints. It was truly the Lord’s 
doing.  Before these meetings, attendance at 
assembly gatherings had fallen off considerably 
and the Lord’s people were discouraged. 


Usual attendance at the hall was minimal yet 
during our first visit attendance steadily in-
creased. Then a year later in December 2018 
following a month of meetings in the hall in 
Coapinole with brother Omar, my grandson and 
I returned to Vancouver. On the last night of the 
meetings, sixty people were in the hall and it 
pleased the Lord to save a dear man at home 
following the meeting. 


Brother Omar Lozada and his wife Maryeri 
stayed on after December 2018 until July 2019 
(with a couple of short breaks) to help and en-
courage the believers. They have laboured in 
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the Puerto Vallarta area with Gospel meetings 
in a suburb called Volcanes.   Omar also held 
Gospel meetings in several homes. This is a 
common practice in Venezuela but 
appeared to be a somewhat new 
way of outreach in Coapinole. He 
also held Gospel and ministry meet-
ings in the Ixtapa, assembly a work 
where  our brother Aubrey Kelly 
served the Lord for many years.  

As brother Omar’s visa was about to 
expire on July 2019, they decided 
best to return to Venezuela. Since we 
had laboured together from No-
vember 2017, I decided to go down 
to assist him and to send medical 
supplies back to Venezuela.  Omar 
and his wife have arrived safely 
home and the medicines proved to 
be a great blessing to the needy 
saints in Venezuela.


During this last visit during July of 
2019, we took the opportunity to 
make some house calls. 

We visited some of the believers who 
have been in a spiritual decline, and 
have not gathered with the Christians 
for some months.   At the same time, 
it was so wonderful to meet again 
many of those that were saved dur-
ing the last 18 months.  We also met 
brother Noah who was restored to 
the fellowship after an absence of 
eight years. He is happy and taking 
an active part once again. He and his 
wife run a Taco stand in town. We 
were frequent customers.


Among those that we visited this 
time is a brother and his wife who for 
more than a year have not attended 
the meetings of the assembly. They 
were once very active in the assem-
bly. But as in many places today, the 
lack of consistent and regular spiritual care is 
lacking. We had an enjoyable visit in their 
home, for a few hours; we met with a good re-
ception. We shared and prayed with them. We 
also visited another family and encouraged 

them to come back and attend the meetings 
and seek fellowship again with the Lord’s peo-
ple. 


Above — The assembly in Ixtapa, Puerto Vallarta 

from right — Omar & Maryeri, Noah & Candelaria 

It is our prayer as the saints in Puerto Vallarta 
continue to learn and put into practice the 
NewTestament principles on how to resolve is-
sues and conflicts within the local church, ac-
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cording to Matthew 18:15-22 and how to hold 
each other accountable before the Lord, further 
growth is to be expected.  

 

The believers in Coapinole and Ixtapa  Puerto 
Vallarta, Mexico, in a letter given to Omar and 
Maryeri, expressed their appreciation, love, and 
affection for the help provided by brother Omar 
during the time spent with them.


They stated, and I quote — “our brother Omar’s

teaching has awakened us, from the lethargy of 
many years. Reaching and filling our heart with 
the scriptures that have served to reinvigorate 
and encourage us, and move us forward in the 
ways of the Lord — giving us a fresh apprecia-
tion of our beloved Lord, and Saviour Jesus 
Christ.  We studied two epistles,  Ephesians 
and Philippians, also two chapters in Colos-
sians, these studies were held in different 
homes, by our beloved brother Omar.”


“For more than 20 years. We have been as it 
were asleep, deprived of sound teaching. 
Which has left our souls dry, for lack of the Liv-
ing Water to satisfy our lives?”

               	 	 	    T. S. Ashley Milne		

	 


Hermosillo, Sonora México                                       
Tim & Stephanie Woodford 


� 


Tim & Stephanie Woodford  and family 

“Grace be to you, and peace, from God our Fa-
ther, and from the Lord Jesus Christ. Blessed 
be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus 

Christ, who hath blessed us with all spiritual 
blessings in heavenly places in Christ” (Eph 
1:2-3). 


It has been a busy Spring, but we have been 
most grateful to see evidence of God at work! 
In March, the assembly here hosted our annual 
Bible  conference.  Though  the  numbers  were 
lower than in recent years, there were a number 
of visitors present. We were thrilled to hear of 
two professing faith in Christ over the weekend. 
One of them, since baptized, was a woman, 
who for many years had thought she was saved 
but confessed she had never lost her fear of 
death. She is now reading her Bible with an ap-
petite she had never experienced before. 


It was encouraging to hear of blessing and we 
pray the assembly has been encouraged and 
edified. 


In April, I enjoyed a short visit with the assem-
bly in San Diego followed by the Spanish con-
ference in West Phoenix, there was an encour-
aging number gathered from neighbouring 
states to hear the Word of God taught and the 
gospel preached. 


In May, I enjoyed several days of ministry with 
the assembly in Puerto Vallarta, and then with 
the believers in El Barril, for a mini-conference, 
acknowledging God’s grace in the assembly 
there, at the inauguration of their new hall. 


As a family in June & July, we are to be at 3 
Canadian Prairie conferences, and a short visit 
to Ontario, D. V. 


We have been encouraged locally, by good 
signs of growth in several of our young people. 
We are constantly amazed to see God, against 
all odds, in their difficult family circumstances, 
working for their blessing, and His own glory. 
This is a treacherous phase of life, fraught with 
all types of attacks and temptations, in which 
some of their own peers have faltered. Please 
pray for their preservation and prosperity in the 
things of God. “... For we are his workmanship, 
created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which 
God hath before ordained that we should walk 
in them” Eph. 2:10 
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Cancun, MEXICO                           
Timothy & Amy Turkington 
His work is honourable and glorious: and His 
righteousness endureth for ever. He hath made 
his wonderful works to be remembered: 

 The Lord is gracious and full of compassion.                  
Psalm 111:2-4


�  
Gospel meeting  

We recently finished two weeks of gospel 
meetings in the hall. The attendance was en-
couraging, and several came for the first time. 
David Cadenas and I shared in the preaching 
and the visiting. This is the second gospel se-
ries we have had this year, burdened primarily 
for the salvation of the husbands of the sisters 
here and for a group of teenagers who attend 
regularly.


Over these past five years, the grace of God 
has allowed us to see a number saved and 
baptized. We appreciate your continued 
prayers for the Lord to establish His work here 
and in His timing, an assembly to be planted.


The believers make an effort to attend the regu-
lar meetings (in spite of their various work 
schedules) and at times, bring others along 
with them.

The last months have been busy visiting these 
believers and helping them with their new life in 
Christ. One of the couples that has been at-
tending, Johan and Marian, are professional 
singers. They are both convinced about the 
truth of the gospel and would like to be saved. 

We have had several good visits with them re-
cently. We appreciate prayer for them.

 It has been very encouraging to have the sup-
port of David and Saly Cadenas, since their ar-
rival in October from Venezuela. They have set-
tled in well to the work here in Mexico.


Monterrey, Nuevo Leon,                 
MEXICO                                         
Anderson and Mariu Hernandez 
“And they continued steadfastly in the apostles' 
doctrine and fellowship, and in breaking of 
bread, and in prayers” Acts 2:42


   “ And all that believed were together… did eat 
their meat with gladness and singleness of 
heart” Acts 2:44,46


� 

Centro Evangélico Monterrey, - México 

This is evident from the beginning of the history 
of the church, that it is the Lord who gives the 
growth to His own Work; “Being confident of 
this very thing, that he which hath begun a  
good work in you will perform it until the day of 
Jesus Christ” Phi. 1:6. From the first local 
church at Jerusalem, the Work of the Holy Spirit 
of God is appreciated, filling believers with con-
viction and appreciation for the place where the 
Lord has placed His Name and for the zeal to 
persevere in obedience on the Word of God.


During the last three and a half years, we have 
been working at the east of Monterrey; preach-
ing and teaching the new testament doctrine to 
those who through the grace of God, have 
known the salvation. We have seen their desire 
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Anderson & Mariu Hernandez & family 

to learn, their steadfastness in meetings and 
willingness to serve the Lord with Joy, sharing 
with one another. This fills our lives with joy and 
humbles us understanding that   “For of him, 
and through him, and to him, are all things: to 
whom be glory for ever. Amen” Romans 11:36.


In this sense we want to inform you the pur-
pose of breaking the bread for the first time in 
this city next June 30th of this year. We have 
been praying for a long time and the Lord has 
given peace and the desire in everyone to obey 
him celebrating the Lord's Supper.


We ask you to pray for this new assembly and 
for the Work of the Lord on the metropolitan 
área of Monterrey, 


Go therefore and make disciples of 
all nations . . . Matthew 28:19-20 

Brazil 
Crawford & Heather Brown 

We have much to thank God for as we see the 
progress over the past three and a half years 
since we moved to Bahia. The small group of 
believers in São Cristóvão have made steady 
progress in their willingness to submit to Holy 
Scripture and put into practice New Testament 
assembly principles. They have paid a high 
price for having severed all connections with 
the denominations to gather outside the camp 
unto His dear name. An average of 100 children 
hear the Gospel in the hall there each week and 
we have been impressed with their ability to 
memorize Gospel texts. All of them live under 
the shadow of drug traffickers, violence and 
anarchy. It would be wonderful to see not only 
precious souls saved but lives rescued from the 
misery of sin to live for the glory of God in an 
area of extreme spiritual and moral darkness.


We have quite a number of interesting contacts 
in a few other towns in the region and we would 
appreciate your prayers as to how to manage 
our time in order to take the Gospel to those 
who sit in darkness and in the shadow of death. 
There is one country area called Rio dos Paus 
where we have visited regularly, about 3 hours 
from home. There are many homes there where 
we have complete liberty to open the Scriptures 
and present the great message of God's most 
gracious offer and the Saviour's priceless 
worth.


We have spent quite a bit of time in Candeias 
over the last three years and God has been 
pleased to bless the work there. We have faced 
a lot of opposition, mainly from the false "evan-
gelicals" who have no time for a message of 
salvation by grace. Gradually barriers are being 
broken down and we usually have a good num-
ber of adults to listen reverently to the Gospel in 
the three weekly meetings. Some have pro-
fessed to be saved and others have been 
awakened to realize their need of salvation. We 
also have a nice number of children there each 
week who have learned many basic Gospel 
truths. Please pray for further blessing there 
and wisdom as to the way forward in His will.
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I would like to take this opportunity to thank all 
for their prayers during my recent illness. The 
medical team have said that the road to full re-
covery will take about six months DV, but we 
thank God for His gracious hand so far. More 
than ever we value the prayers of the Lord's 
people around the globe, and while we realize 
there are many pressing needs on every hand, 
we would covet a place in your prayers.


ST. LUCIA 
Phil and Trena Gould 

Looking back over the past few months we are 
thankful for opportunities the Lord has granted 
us to labour for Him.


� 

Phil and Trena Gould Seraiah (11), Vashti (9), and   
Titus (7) 
Since August of last year, I have been going 
weekly on Sunday afternoons to a home in a 
place called Balata along with brother Patrick 
from the La Gare assembly.   At the home are 
relatives of another of the believers and we 
have been seeking to share the gospel with 
them.   Nekkev would show the most interest, 
but we also pray for his mother and also a sis-
ter named Melissa.   With other responsibilities 
in March, April, and May that have prevented 
us from going, we will need to follow-up to 
gauge their interest. 


In the middle of February we were back in Anse 
la Raye (about a 40 min drive) for another week 
with the children.   There is no assembly testi-
mony in this small fishing village and much of 
our time has been centred there.  Gospel meet-
ings last year had little response from adults, 
but weeks of Daily Bible Hour every couple of 

months have been well attended by the chil-
dren.   I also go weekly to Anse la Raye to dis-
tribute Via and texts and speak to any 
available.   Each week I try to meet up with a 
fisherman named Mark to open the Bible with 
him.   So there are many to remember in 
prayer. There is much need to seek the wisdom 
and guidance from our Lord as we continue to 
sow in this small fishing village. 

 

For the month of March, the assembly in 
Soufriere asked for help in a series of gospel 
meetings. We stayed at the apartment the as-
sembly has there rather than driving the 1.5 hrs 
drive one way each day from our apartment. Its 
only 43km from our apartment in the north of 
the island, but according to the girl’s tally, there 
are 250 curves plus 30 hairpin curves so hence 
the time to travel. Each night there were those 
who were not saved in to hear the gospel and 
for that we are very thankful.   The exercise and 
zeal of the assembly through these 4 weeks of 
meetings is very commendable.   I spoke along 
side six brethren from the Soufriere assembly.  
We do not often get down to this assembly due 
to distance and what we are occupied with in 
the north of the island, so we have enjoyed this 
time to labour with the believers, and see their 
vision and desire for the lost. 

 

In the middle of April we were back in Anse la 
Raye for another week of Daily Bible Hour.  An-
other aspect of the work has been praying for 
the growth of the younger believers in the as-
semblies, so it was good to have a young sister 
and young brother from La Gare coming with us 
during the week.   We pray that it will be an en-
couragement to them and a time of learning of 
what it is to labour together in the work of the 
gospel.


At the end of April the Forestiere assembly 
hosted the annual Easter Conference and it was 
good to see believers from six different assem-
blies for the day of ministry and gospel.


For the month of May we were back in Canada 
for a visit in Winnipeg. In that time back, we 
took in the annual conference  as well as kept 
up with doctors appointments and passport re-
newals and a host of other small items.   It was 

�                                                                            horizonsmissionarymagazine.com           8

http://horizonsmissionarymagazine.com


also really special to be there for Grandma 
Knowles 100th birthday.   When we left in late 
2017, we said goodbye and just really didn’t 
know what the future would bring in seeing her 
again.  Personally, our three children have quite 
enjoyed the time being with family and friends 
and just taking in somethings that aren’t possi-
ble in St. Lucia. 

 

We were thankful in returning to St. Lucia on 
June 2nd that both our vehicle and apartment 
were in good working order after being away. 
After cleaning up the dust and dirt that accu-
mulates over a few weeks and swiftly evicting a 
few cockroaches that had decided to housesit 
for us, it felt very much like we were back at 
home.  Trena and the children have returned to 
a normal homeschool schedule and I have 
been seeking to reconnect with those that we 
have missed seeing on a regular basis while 
away in Canada. 

As we look ahead into the next few months, we 
are occupied with returning to helping in the 
regular assembly meetings and preparing for 
three weeks of children’s work starting July 29th 
in the will of the Lord.  We are planning another 
week of Daily Bible Hour in Anse la Raye, fol-
lowed by assisting in the Vacation Bible 
Schools that are planned in Forestiere and La 
Gare.   These, along with other responsibilities, 
and a desire of Trena to spend more dedicated 
time with a few young sisters will bring us 
through most of the summer months. 

 


Prince Albert, SK CANADA 
Steve and Merle Kember 

More than 50 years ago at Toronto Conference, 
Vern Markle spoke about the ‘Mission Field In 
Your Own Back Yard.” I have forgotten most 
messages I have heard, but some of that one 
still sticks in my mind. As you know, they spent 
some years in Cuba, until Mr Castro kicked 
them out in the 60’s. He then was in the Mar-
itimes, but spent his last years in Toronto, 
working around Kensington Market, where Ital-
ian and Portuguese immigrants lived. I remem-
ber him saying he even learned some of their 
languages.


That message gave direction to us. We had just 
been married a short time and until then we 
thought to be a missionary, you had to cross a 
lot of water, go to a country where you didn’t 
know what people were saying, and eat food 
that didn’t taste good! Mr Markle was not say-
ing no one should go to another country, but he 
said we need to work right here at home, 
putting our hand to whatever God brings before 
us, until God called us elsewhere.


And at this point, it seems God has not called 
us elsewhere.


There are times when we wonder what we are 
doing here. So many hurting people, and you 
would think they would want to turn to the One 
who can give peace. I hope we realize, at least 
a little, that we are going to be disappointed if 
we think God sent us here to be occupied with 
results. There have been a few that have pro-
fessed lately, but they carry a lot of past bag-
gage.


Isaiah 42:3 says, “A bruised reed He will not 
break and smoking flax, He will not quench.” I 
think we are all a bit bruised and smoky, but so 
many are damaged almost beyond repair. So, 
when we wonder what we are doing here, we 
remind ourselves that God didn’t send us here 
to save anybody – but just to love the people.

So many have never known love. Every day we 
see girls with black eyes and bruised bodies. 
Not a day goes by but we have someone crying 
in the trailer. One young man this week openly 
wept about his problems and his friend that 
died as a result of alcohol. We talked to him 
about the hope in Christ, and the peace that 
God is able to give. After a while he sat on the 
sofa in the back of the trailer and fell asleep. We 
usually don’t let people sleep, or we would 
have the place full of sleepers. However, we 
didn’t wake him up. He left saying how peaceful 
this place is.

 

I’m sure no matter who it is or where they are, 
everyone seems to see what they are doing as 
uphill work. If only we could grasp the fact that, 
no matter what we are doing, it is not our work. 
It is God’s work.


 horizonsmissionarymagazine.com                                                                                      �9

http://horizonsmissionarymagazine.com


David went out to bring down Goliath. He rec-
ognized it was God who Goliath had defied. He 
rested in the fact that the battle was the Lords. 
And he understood what our Lord Himself said, 
“Without Me you can do nothing.” John 15:5.


But at the same time David did what he could.

He collected 5 smooth stones. He didn’t just 
figure that ‘any old stone would do’. He also 
used his own strength, as he ran toward Go-
liath. He then used the skills that God had giv-
en him and that he had refined over the years 
with his Father’s sheep.

But his trust was in the Lord.

He didn’t pick up 5 stones, thinking he had 
some spares, in case he missed with the first 
one. He had faith that God was going to use 
the first stone in his sling.

So, you and I need to do what we can, and 
trust God to use it for His glory.


May God give all of us a heart of love and 
compassion for those we cross paths with. 
Someone said about having a vision; “If your 
vision is for a year, plant wheat. If your vision is 
for 10 years, plant trees. If your vision is for a 
lifetime, plant people.”


We sure can’t turn any to righteousness, but 
God is in the business of doing that and He 
most graciously uses each of us in His own di-
vine plan.


Each Lord’s Day we have what we tell people is 
“Singing, Service and Supper”. A couple from 
Taylor-side assembly, Henry and Eva Friesen, 
come each Sunday and help. And they are a 
great help. Henry stands out on the street be-
fore the meeting and invites people who are 
walking past to come in and Eva helps with the 
supper. Lately there has been about 12 to 15 
visitors coming.


Merle and I continue to take services every 3 or 
4 weeks at the women’s prison. It is a cold, sad 
and dismal place of steel doors banging and 
clanging, cement floors, concrete walls and ra-
zor wire fences. To us it seems heartless. But 
one of the women that came to the service last 
week said, “I’m so glad I’m in this place. These 

people are the nicest people I have ever 
known.” (referring to the guards). We have often 
seen that some of the guards are rude. But to 
her they are good people. It just showed us the 
life she has and people she has lived amongst!

Merle also volunteers in a school each week, 
teaching struggling kids with math or reading. 
She was a teacher and has never lost her love 
of teaching. She also has a ladies Bible study 
for some we have met.


Springdale, AR. U.S.A. 
Harry and Becky  Rodriguez 

The beginning of a new year is always difficult, 
because you remember what you didn’t com-
plete the year before, at least that is how we 
feel.

The assembly in Springdale has been growing, 
thanks to the grace of God. New couples have 
been added to the fellowship recently. However, 
we have the challenge to continue teaching and 
preaching this new year and to help solve dif-
ferent issues among the believers. We lost one 
member last year, because he decided to go 
back to Veracruz, Mexico.  When I was there 
last month, I visited him and he is already in 
contact with the brethren down there.

 

I went down to Mexico after the seed sower 
distribution in Veracruz, to help in the exposi-
tion of the gospel. It was encouraging to see 
new people coming almost every day and it 
was a joy to hear of some souls professing to 
be saved. I came back home but they will con-
tinue preaching for at least two more weeks.   
Please pray that the Lord may help with these 
meetings and that many others hear and be-
lieve the truth of the gospel.

Concerning the situation in Venezuela, we keep 
waiting for a change in the country.   In the 
meanwhile, we continue to help those with 
specific needs. We have funds in the Spring-
dale assembly dedicated to help believers with 
terminal illness, emergencies, or chronic condi-
tions, as well as getting food, which is an es-
sential need. We also have been helping the 
Venezuelan Lord’s  servants to cover their basic 
needs. Some times it feels like a drop in the 
bucket but they are very appreciative for all the 
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help they have been receiving from believers in 
the US and Canada. They have specifically 
asked me to tell you  “thank you very much, 
thank you for your generosity and love and ex-
ercise.” They have realized that they have 
brothers and sisters in other countries that they 
didn’t know even existed that care for them. I 
have received many notes and letter in Spanish 
asking me to tell you, Thank you! Thank you!

  
Merida, VENEZUELA 
Paul & Daphne Chapman 

 

When we arrived in Venezuela 24 years ago, we 
never for a moment thought that we would see 
the country in the condition that it is in today.

Just as well we have the Scriptures, that give 
us the understanding and knowledge that the 
‘last days’ are exactly as the Apostle described. 
Difficult, dangerous and stressful times, caused 
by men who love themselves, money and plea-
sures, rather than God. Pride, disobedience, 
without natural affection and despisers of all 
that is good, are the norm of the day, from 
which we are to turn away.


Paul & Daphne Chapman 

Although the crisis in Venezuela affects the 
whole country, conditions vary in the different 
states, so we will just speak of the state of 
Merida where we have lived for the past 14yrs. 
Because we are just over an hour’s drive from 
the border with Colombia, the purchase of 
gasoline has been limited for several years, 
supposedly to control the contraband into 
Colombia. Since the beginning of this year, the 
situation has worsened considerably, due to 

the shutdown of two refineries from lack of 
maintenance, and the sanctions that have 
stopped the importation from other countries. I 
have not been able to fill at a service station 
since Easter, due to the danger of being in a 
line-up of cars for up to 6days to receive the 
allotted 40 lts. As with everything that becomes 
in short supply, those who are able to purchase, 
resell at a high price to those with the money 
and not prepared to waste days in a queue. We 
have become one of those, and have to pay 
cash in Colombian Pesos or USA dollars, a 
price superior to international prices. Quite iron-
ic in a country that is supposed to have the 
largest resources of petroleum in the world!! 
This, of course, has affected the work, as we 
are not able to travel as we would like, and 
public transport and delivery of products have 
been greatly reduced. We were able to travel 
the 10hrs to the Easter Conference in Valencia 
because believers along the way had gasoline 
stored for us. Only two vehicles were able to 
come to our bi-monthly ministry day in May, a 
diesel engine bus brought the believers from 
Merida, and a brother with a truck brought 
those from Valera, as diesel is more readily 
available. Our next need is for sufficient fuel to 
go to the Conference in Merida on the 6-7th 
July, so we trust in the Lord to provide, as He 
has never failed to meet the present need. 


The constant cuts in the power supply, either 
from system failure or rationing, is also having 
serious effects in our part of the country. Be-
sides the effects on production and business-
es, the water treatment plants cease to func-
tion, causing even greater shortage of water. 
Some areas go for 3 – 4wks without receiving 
water, so we are thankful for the underground 

tanks at our house and the hall, to which the 
neighbours also come to fill their buckets. For 
security reasons we decided to hold the night 
meetings from 6 – 7pm, so everyone can be 
home before dark.


The migration of Venezuelans to other countries 
still continues, with last reports saying over 
4million, or 10% of the population have been 
forced to leave because of the economic and 
social situation. Many assemblies have been 
affected, including El Vigia, where 2 couples 
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and a sister have gone to other countries. The 
assembly commenced in January 2015, with 17 
in fellowship, including 6 couples. Two of these 
have moved to Peru & Spain, another couple 
have stopped attending, two brethren passed 
away, and another fell into sin and moved to 
Colombia. Four have also been baptized and 
received into fellowship, and another five have 
moved here from other assemblies, so pres-
ently there are 16 in fellowship, including just 
two couples. Our concern is that the five 
brethren now here are young or inexperienced, 
so there is really no elders to guide and shep-
herd the flock. We purpose travelling to Aus-
tralia in July for some months, so have to leave 
them in the Lord’s hands, in middle of the very 
difficult circumstances.

We became personally aware of the pitiful situ-
ation in the hospitals here when Alberto be-
came ill and we had to take him to the hospital. 
Not even a painkiller was available, as every-
thing has to be purchased by the patient. I had 
to go in search of a syringe and test tube for 
them to do the blood tests, and then also find 
the injections required, but nevertheless, he 
went to be with the Lord during the night. We 
have heard of many other similar cases, and 
have also seen the Good Hand of the Lord in 
providing for the needs of His people in what 
seems like impossible situations humanly 
speaking. The lack of electricity, water, and 
medical supplies all make medical attention 
very uncertain and difficult.


Due to the hyperinflation and serious shortage 
of medicines and food items, we have found 
the need of helping the believers has become a 
very necessary part of our ministry. We are real-
ly just channels to pass on the financial help 
which is being sent from believers in other 
countries. With the help of responsible brethren 
from various assemblies in our area, we are 
able to provide a food parcel each month to 7 
assemblies. Medical needs are also met, pro-
viding funds for the purchase of medication 
when available, and also for operations, exami-
nations, funeral costs etc. Personal hygiene 
products are also provided on a regular bases, 
and when available at a reasonable price we 
have bought clothes and shoes. All these daily 
needs are received with grateful thanks, which 

the believers have asked us to pass on to 
everyone whose heart has been moved by the 
Lord to express this practical fellowship and 
brotherly love, to fellow saints who we will not 
meet unto that glorious day of reunion in the air 
with our wonderful Saviour & Lord.


Despite the difficulties and stresses of daily liv-
ing, we give thanks to our God for the liberty 
we still enjoy to carry on the Work of God, in a 
country given over to Satanic activities and 
worship of evil men. The Lord has marvellously 
provided for the large national conferences held 
throughout the country, and our prayer is that 
his people will be preserved. Please pray for a 
peaceful outcome to an ever increasing delicate 
political situation, “Our God is Able”.


Loloma, ZAMBIA 
Rebekah Flynn 
 

The weekly children and youth efforts continue 
with good attendance each week. We take a 
break during the school holidays but continue 
each term. The year-end prize-givings were well 
attended with a number of the children and all 
of the teenagers receiving Bibles. Please pray 
for these efforts that not only will the young 
ones learn Bible Stories, that they will also hear 


Rebekah Flynn 
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and understand the message of Salvation.


Near the end of November we transported all 
our Sunday School prize items to an empty 
house and organized everything in the big living 
room/dining room. Over the next few weeks, 
we prepared about 2500 prizes for children 
from eleven different Sunday Schools. 


The last Saturday in December we went to a 
Gospel Hall about 15 minutes away. When we 
arrived that afternoon, the Sunday School 
teachers and about 150 children were gath-
ered. One of the teachers gave a short gospel 
message and then we distributed the prizes. 
The children were all very happy. The older 
ones especially were thrilled to receive Bibles. 
Once school reopened we distributed the re-
maining prizes. During the school holidays 
many of the children are busy helping their par-
ents with the fieldwork so it is often better to 
wait until Sunday School restarts for the year.

 

The medical work, despite its many challenges, 
continues to provide many opportunities to 
share the gospel. It is also a good way to build 
relationships with people from the surrounding 
communities. The gospel continues to be 
preached over the hospital speaker system 
each morning for all the patients to hear and is 
again share through the wards on various after-

noons. Many of the Christian staff use their time 
at work to speak to the patients as well.

 

The fifth annual Namibia Gospel Outreach trip 
took place in March. Julie and I went in ad-
vance to get the texts ordered and make prepa-
rations for the arrival of the others. We also en-
joyed a few days relaxing by the coast. Thirteen 
others joined us: three from Zambia, two from 
South Africa, two from the UK, one from the 
States and five from Canada. We really appre-
ciated Dan, Dorothy, Jay and Janet joining us 
from there. They were each such a help and 
encouragement during our time together. Dur-
ing the two weeks of distribution, the fifteen of 
us gave out about 58,000 scripture texts as well 
as many VIA magazines and Sunday School 
papers and a few Bibles. We saw more rejec-
tions than in previous years but most people in 
the towns and cities we visited were very open 
and receptive. Please pray for the seed that 
was sown that it will bring forth eternal fruit.


I arrived home two weeks ago for a few 
months. It is so nice to be able to get caught up 
on some things and spend time with family, 
friends, and fellow believers. It’s also a privilege 
to be able to sit in English meetings.

 

I am continually amazed with how the Lord an-
swers prayer; both in the big things and small 
things. Parcels arriving at the perfect time with 
an item we are desperately needing. Or a 
seemingly insurmountable challenge at the 
hospital where we stand back and watch the 
Lord move mightily on our behalf. Please con-
tinue to remember the work of the Lord at 
Loloma in your prayers. He sees, He under-
stands, and He answers prayer.
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